Amendments to the Claims: 

1-5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) A conduit for transferring a flowable material comprising: 

a wall member at least partially enclosing an inner region, the inner region being adapted 
to receive the flowable material and to facilitate transfer of the flowable material 
from a first location to a second location; and 
a plurality of reflective members being at least one of formed within an outer layer of the 
wall member and disposed on an outer surface of the wall member, the reflective 
members being disposed in at least one substantially continuous annular band 
about the wall member and adapted to at least partially reflect light incident 
thereon, 

wherein the wall member includes a first portion and a second portion, the first portion 
having a first concentration of reflective members and the second portion having a 
second concentration of reflective members, Th e conduit of Claim 3, wherein the second 
portion of the wall member is adapted to be inserted into a receiving receptacle of an 
aerial refueling system, and wherein the second portion includes the substantially 
continuous annular band disposed about the wall member at a location corresponding to 
at least one of a maximum and a minimum insertion length of the second portion into the 
receiving receptacle for proper operation of the aerial refueling system. 



7-14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for transferring a flowable material 



a tank adapted to contain a flowable material; 

a conduit operatively coupled to the tank and adapted to receive the flowable material and 
to facilitate transfer of the flowable material between the tank and a second 
location, the conduit including a wall member; and 

a plurality of reflective members being at least one of formed within an outer layer of the 
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wall member and disposed on an outer surface of the wall member, the reflective 
members being disposed in at least one substantially continuous annular band 
about the wall member and adapted to at least partially reflect light incident 
thereon, 

wherein the wall member includes a first portion and a second portion, the first portion 
having a first concentration of reflective members and the second portion having a 
second concentration of reflective members, T h e apparatus of Claim 12, wherein the 
apparatus includes an aerial refueling system, wherein the second portion of the wall 
member is adapted to be inserted into a receiving receptacle of the aerial refueling 
system, and wherein the second portion includes the substantially continuous annular 
band disposed about the wall member at a location corresponding to at least one of a 
maximum and a minimum insertion length of the second portion into the receiving 
receptacle for proper operation of the aerial refueling system. 

16-24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Currently Amended) An aircraft, comprising: 
a fuselage; 

a propulsion system operatively coupled to the fuselage; and 
an aerial refueling system coupled to the fuselage and including: 
a tank adapted to contain a flowable material; 

a conduit operatively coupled to the tank and being adapted to receive the 

flowable material and to facilitate transfer of the flowable material 
between the tank and a second location, the conduit including a wall 
member; and 

a plurality of reflective members being at least one of formed within an outer 

layer of the wall member and disposed on an outer surface of the wall 
member, the reflective members being disposed in at least one 
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substantially continuous annular band about the wall member and adapted 

to at least partially reflect light incident thereon, 
wherein the wall member includes a first portion and a second portion, the first 
portion having a first concentration of reflective members and the second portion 



having a second concentration of reflective members^ Th e aircraft of Claim 22, 
wh e rein th e apparatus includ e s an aerial r e fu e ling syst e m, wherein the second 
portion of the wall member is adapted to be inserted into a receiving receptacle of 
the aerial refueling system, and wherein the second portion includes the 
substantially continuous annular band disposed about the wall member at a 
location corresponding to at least one of a maximum and a minimum insertion 
length of the second portion into the receiving receptacle for proper operation of 
the aerial refueling system. 
26-32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Currently Amended) A method of transferring a flowable material comprising: 
providing a conduit operatively coupled to a tank containing the flowable material the 

conduit being adapted to receive the flowable material and to facilitate transfer of 
the flowable material between the tank and a second location, the conduit 
including a wall member having a plurality of reflective members being at least 
one of formed within an outer layer of the wall member and disposed on an outer 
surface of the wall member, the reflective members being disposed in at least one 
substantially continuous annular band about the conduit; 
illuminating the at least some reflective members with an incident light; 
reflecting the incident light using the at least some reflective members; and 
transferring the flowable material through the conduit from the tank to the second 



wherein providing a conduit including a wall member having a plurality of reflective 
members includes providing a conduit including a wall member having a plurality of 
reflective glass beads, Th e m e thod of Claim 32, wherein providing a conduit including a 
wall member having a plurality of reflective members includes providing a conduit 
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including a wall member having a first portion and a second portion, the first portion 



having a first concentration of reflective members and the second portion having a 
second concentration of reflective members, wherein the second portion of the wall 
member is adapted to be inserted into a receiving receptacle of an aerial refueling system, 
and wherein the second portion includes the substantially continuous annular band 
disposed about the wall member at a location corresponding to a minimum insertion 
length of the second portion into the receiving receptacle for proper operation of the 
aerial refueling system. 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (New) The conduit of Claim 6, wherein the reflective members include reflective 



37. (New) The conduit of Claim 6, wherein the first concentration of reflective members 
is greater than the second concentration of reflective members. 

38. (New) The conduit of Claim 6, wherein the wall member includes a cylindrical wall 
member. 

39. (New) The conduit of Claim 6, wherein the wall member includes a flexible aerial 
refueling hose. 

40. (New) The conduit of Claim 6, wherein the wall member includes a refueling boom. 

41. (New) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the reflective members include 
reflective glass beads. 

42. (New) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the first concentration of reflective 
members is greater than the second concentration of reflective members. 

43. (New) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the conduit includes a cylindrical wall 



glass beads. 



member. 
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44. (New) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the conduit includes a flexible aerial 
refueling hose. 

45. (New) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the conduit includes a refueling boom. 

46. (New) The apparatus of Claim 15, further comprising a pump operatively coupled 
to the tank and to the conduit and adapted to pump the flowable material from the tank to the 
conduit. 

47. (New) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the reflective members include reflective 
glass beads. 

48. (New) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the first concentration of reflective members 
is greater than the second concentration of reflective members. 

49. (New) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the conduit includes a cylindrical wall 
member. 

50. (New) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the conduit includes a flexible aerial 
refueling hose. 

51. (New) The aircraft of Claim 25, wherein the conduit includes a refueling boom. 

52. (New) The aircraft of Claim 25, further comprising a pump operatively coupled to the 
tank and to the conduit and adapted to pump the flowable material from the tank to the conduit. 

53. (New) The method of Claim 33, wherein providing a conduit operatively coupled to a 
tank includes providing a conduit operatively coupled to a refueling tank of a tanker aircraft. 

54. (New) The method of Claim 33, wherein transferring the flowable material through 
the conduit from the tank to the second location includes transferring the flowable material 
through the conduit from the tank to a receiving aircraft. 



46020 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



-6 



BING-1-1019RFOA2 



Black Lowe & Graham p 



701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4800 
Seattle, Washington 98104 
206.381.3300 • F: 206.381.3301 



55. (New) The method of Claim 33, wherein transferring the flowable material through 
the conduit from the tank to the second location includes pumping the flowable material from the 
tank. 
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